"I didn’t go to school for economic development. Myself, like
many others economic development practitioners, fell into the
field. Many of us never left because of the tremendous impact we
can have on our communities and our families.
There is great fulfillment in helping a business remove a barrier to
growth. Joy in working side by side with business and community
leaders to develop talent attraction and retention strategies. I
enjoy the challenge of looking forward to determine what might
be a barrier to our community’s growth in the future and how to
address it now before it stands in our way.
Yet, the real truth is I work for my kids. Cameron is 14 years old
and thinks being an engineer or a welder might be pretty cool.
Evan is 12. Right now, either a police officer or politician are his
top choices. MJ is seven and his mom (me) dreams of having a doctor in the family.
I work so those choices and so many more will be available for them in our community. I work so they can have the option of working here once
they are ready to stand on their own. I work tirelessly to ensure not only those jobs exists, but our infrastructure and community amenities match
and compete with some of the best communities in the nation.
I work for my kids. I also work for the kids of my neighbors, the kids of my colleagues and co-workers. I can’t think of a better reason to keep
working and moving forward."

“Economic development allows for me to have a career that
satisfies my need to make a difference. I work in economic
development because it’s the place where collaboration and
relationships can make things happen.
I didn’t really understand how impactful economic development
was or how closely it would align with my own values until I came
to Lakeshore Advantage. We strive to make West Michigan the
best place we can.
This means that we work hard to ensure that people have good
paying jobs and abundant options that creates a high quality of life
for all.

"Economic development professionals are not manufacturers, yet
we create every day.
In marketing and communications, I create presentations,
brochures and messaging that my team uses to create clarity and
connection with the business and community leaders we work in
partnership with and serve.
My team creates an environment where businesses can create
great jobs for current and future generations.
I highly value being a part of something bigger than myself. I
thrive on connectedness and positively influencing my team and
community. My reward is the satisfaction of knowing that by
doing my part, our community will continue to be a place where I and others feel connected, a great place to work, play, live, learn, and share our
talents, to enjoy life’s goodness and each other for generations to come."

“My neighbor asked, “I’ve heard of Lakeshore Advantage, but I
don’t really get what that organization is. What do you all do?” I
explained that we support primary businesses with their growth
opportunities and challenges and secondly, we till the ‘economic
soil’ to ensure ours is a community where current and future
generations can thrive.
The reason economic development gets me excited can be
boiled down to just how that conversation progressed with my
neighbor. After a few minutes of describing the projects we work
on and the behind-the-scenes role our organization plays, her
eyes were wide, and she was leaning in, while moments before
she didn’t realize she could care about economic development.
That’s the dichotomy of economic development to me; the entire
region simultaneously benefits while not ever having to think
about our existence. We’re the often-unseen force behind many growth projects that translate into great things for the region and those who live
here.

I often meet with community and business leaders who support the work of Lakeshore Advantage because they care deeply about the near-term
future of this region and are thinking about our direction for the next decade and beyond. They understand and value that having a strong and
vital community for the next generation means that we are thinking about long term planning and investment today.
If I’ve learned anything during my tenure at Lakeshore Advantage, it’s that this region’s strength didn’t happen by accident. It’s because of the
vision and collaboration that came long before Lakeshore Advantage existed. Our goal is to continue to carry that legacy forward into what
opportunity lies ahead. We’re able to do that through the meaningful partnerships that exist and the ones that will be forged in the future. If
you’re interested in partnering with us and joining the other growth-minded future-focused investors, I welcome a conversation with you!”

"Economic development is about creating wealth and
opportunities for people in our community. In a lot of ways, we
are master connectors or facilitators that connect the dots – or
resources- in ways that allow companies to utilize different
funding streams or programs that in turn allow them to create
more jobs or buy equipment to increase productivity that
otherwise may not have occurred.
Economic development is a very intentional way of supporting
growth to ensure that local companies stay ahead of the curve,
continue to thrive and have good paying, quality jobs to offer
residents."

"For me, my involvement in economic development is simple. The
economy is a critical part of everyday life. Having a strong
economy is like having a strong base. If the base is strong, we
can easily build from it and grow. We can have strong companies
that provide well-paying jobs. We can have public, private and
foundation support for nonprofits and other critical resources. We
can support the people and organizations that look at creative
ways to make the world a better place. We might even be able to
have better roads.
Inversely, if the base is weak, everything else is equally unstable
and has a lesser chance of survival. Working in economic
development makes me feel like I impact a host of different things
for the better. I suppose in fewer words, the aphorism - a rising
tide lifts all boats - describes my WHY."

"I love words. I love that a powerful piece of writing, whether
that’s a presentation for a board meeting or a speech at an event,
has the opportunity to impact an environment positively and
bring people together for the common good. I love the work I do
at Lakeshore Advantage for the same reason. Through events,
we are able to connect business and community leaders together
to have conversations with the goal of making this community a
great place to live.
It can be easy to get bored with a community when you’ve grown
up and lived in it your whole life. I think my biggest takeaway
from working at Lakeshore Advantage is that there really is
something special about our region and the answer is simple: the
people. Because for those that believe in innovation and
communication, there is no lid on the potential for greatness. I
know the work we do creates moments where that potential is born and it’s an honor to be able to say I have a role in facilitating those
conversations."

“When I was choosing a major in college I decided that
I wanted to pursue something that gave me the
opportunity to make a difference in people's lives.
Interning in the economic development industry has
allowed for me to live out my dream of making a
difference every day.
The team at Lakeshore Advantage not only works to
make a difference in the community in the present but
also ensures the economic success of businesses and
employees to come for the future. The most incredible
part of being a part of this team is seeing their "never
quit" mentality. Every day new concepts and ideas are
born in the office because of a commitment to their core
values, pushing the team forward with innovative ways to cultivate and maintain an economically healthy community.
This team works hard to ensure that when I graduate college I will be able to have a job in a community that I love. Moving forward I
will continue to strive to match their work ethic in order to impact people’s daily lives positively.”

